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as well as the rest of Syria* by no means to the Improvement
of the national manners.
The Maronite hierarchy is organized on the same lines
with those of all Eastern communions. Peculiar national
conditions, however, have accentuated the powers of the
Maronite patriarch both in spiritual and in temporal mat-
ters. The official title of this head of the Maronite Church
is Patriarch of Antioch and of the whole East. To his own
name the patriarch must add that of Peter, the Founder of
the Sea. Since 1440 the official seat has been the ancient
monastery of Qannubtn, in the gorge of the Qadisha River,
to be described later. In recent years the patriarchs have
spent their summers in the monastery of B'dlman, on top
of the cliff opposite to Qannubtn, and their winters at
B'kerky, in the Kesrouan district, a dozen miles from Bey-
rout. The duties and privileges of the patriarch are de-
tailed in the acts of the Council of the Lebanon, which was
held at the monastery of Lowaizy in the year 1736, The
acts of this only council ever held by the Maronite Church
still regulate its affairs.1 At this time the power to depose
a bishop for fault was taken out of the patriarch's hands,
but it was enacted that pending the decision from Rome
he could imprison the suspected prelate in a monastery.
The patriarch may entertain appeals in regard to cases
tried by the bishops; he alone may permit marriages within
the forbidden degrees of relationship; he may establish
new fasts and feasts; he may make changes in the ritual
provided that the substance is unaltered; he is to consecrate
the chrismatic oil; in all grave matters he is to consult
the bishops, and certain questions must be referred to Rome.
The patriarchal revenues, which amount to several thousand
pounds annually, accrue from the following sources: the
incomes from the patriarchal estates and from affiliated
monasteries; tithes from the Maronite nation; large sums
of money sent from Europe for masses; the price of masses
1 The acts of the council are published both in Arabic and in Latin.
For an account of this council, sec my article, "The Maronites/' above
quoted, pp. 77-79.

